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Johnson's self-accusations.
[A.D.1704.
wrote in The Critical Review, an account-)- of Goldsmith's excellent, poem, The Traveller1,
The cast: and independence to which he had at last attained by royal munificence, i no-eased his naturul indolence. In his Meditations he thus accuses himself: —
'(loon L'uniAY, April 20, 176.).    I have made no reformation;   I have lived toltilly useless, nuiru sensual in thought, and more addicted to wine and meat*.1 And next morning he thus feelingly complains :......-
'My indolence, since my last reception of the sacrament, has sunk into grosser sluggishness, and my dissipation spread into wilder negli. genre. My thoughts have been clouded with sensuality ; and, except that from the beginning of this year 1 have, in some measure, forborne excess of strong drink, my appetites have predominated over my reason. A kind of strange oblivion has overspread me, su that 1 know not what has become of llu: last year; and perceive that incidents and intelligence pass over me, without leaving any impression.'
lie then solemnly says,
'This is not the life to which heaven is promised1;' and he earnestly resolves an amendment,
he will review it in The Critical? In August, 1763, lie: wnii« : '1 am perfectly satisfied with the reception the Sugar C'tttif haw iue.1 with, and nm greatly obliged to you and Mr. Johnson for the generous care you took of it in my absence.' Prior's Goldsmith^ I. 338. Ho was absent in die West Indies. He died cm Dec. 16, 1766, It>. p, 241. The review of the Sugar Cane in the Critiml Review (p. 270) is certainly by Johnson. The following passage is curious : 'The Inst book begins with a striking invocation to (lie genius of Africn, and goes on to give proper instrnclidiiH for the buying and choice of negroes, ... The |ioc.t talks of thin ungenerous commerce without the least ;ippenram;e of dries-tnlion ; but proceeds to direct these purchasers of their fellow-creatures with the same indifference that a groom would give instructions for
choosing a hone, ' Clriir roll their ample eye ; their
tongue he- ird ; liroad   swell  iheir chest \   their
sliotilderft wide expand ; Not prominent their belly;  clean
and Ntrorig
Their thiglm nnd legs in just proportion rise.' See eltafast, March 21, 1776,
' Johnson thus ends his brief review;—' Such in the, poem on which we now congratulate the public, as on n production to which, since, the death of 1'npe, it will not be ciiny lo find (inylliitiff cijuul.' Critical Ktvintti p. 6f\i.
" J'r. and Mat. p, 50.    HOSWKJ.U lie adds ;•••• 'I hope.
To put my rooms in order. Disorder I have found one ^rcat cause of idleness.1 •' //'. p. 51.    llo.swKf.l..
It
A  t never could be found any successor worthy of such a man ;" and he insisted upon it there should be a year's widowhood in the club, before they thought of a new election.'
